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liiin to rise above a mere seiitimeiUal ni<>ralit\ or unodiK-^^, a^ liigli a-- primi-
tive mankind rises above the brute creation. Yet for all that, in spite of the
unparalleled importance of science, the sentimental method of contemplating
the world which utilizes the short cut of mystic imagery is also quite justi-
I'lable, and will be a very good surrogate of a real philosophical insight into
the nature of the divinity of the cosmos. It will enable the man who is in-
capable of scientific thou).fht to enter at least with his sentiments into the
inmost heart of the nature of bcinn which thereby he will understand ac-
cording to the measure not merely of his own intellect, but also of the culture
of his heart. What the philosopher thinks in clear definitions, which appear
cold and dry to an outsider, the myotic theologian tries to comprehend in
sentiments by the assistance of allegories, symljols and parables, sometimes
in poetic visions and ecstatic yearnings. v. c
rHK SYLLABUS AGAIN.
l'"athcr llyacinthe Luyson, ha\ ing been asked l)y many Chri>tians what
to do in the present crisis, published a letter in I.c Sicclc of Paris, France, in
which he says.
"What shall Christianity do? If Christianity possessed to-day the spirit
which animated it in former years it would again convene an ecumenical
council, i. e., a universal council, in order to act upon the deposition of Pope
Pius X, and to provide for the vacancy of the Holy See. For why should
there not be at Rome, at Constantinople, at Jerusalem, at Paris, or at some
other place among the multiplicity and diversity of churches, a supreme bishop
recognized freely by all, (>riiiius inter funics as lluy used to say, and serving
as a bond to unite all Christianity."
We doubt very much if it would be possible to convene an ecumenical
council. The interpretations of Christianity are too different to let all Chris-
tians unite in one truly Catholic organization. Father Hyacinthe is very pes-
simistic as to the probability of a reform of Rome, but he is rather optimistic
with regard to the i)rogress of religion cm tlu' l)asis of greater freedom. He
-ays :
"The reform of tiie Catholic Cluircli ha- been the dream of my whole life;
I loved that Church too passionately for it to be otherwise. Rut still more
do I love truth. Now the truth is, as history testifies, that new wine is not
put into old bottles; ;md it is etjually true, as the converters of souls bear
witness, that hardened sinners are not converted. The forms of the Roman
Church are the old bottles, and the poi)es, even the most sincere and the most
])ious (perhaps we should say. cs/^cciuHy the most sincere and the most pious).
/;/ so far as tlu-y arr /"o/t.s-. are the liar(li'ne<l dinners, hardened in their in-
fallibility.
"Then let us cease trying to reform a ehuroli u inch is decidedly incapable
(jf reform, at least unless (jod by a miraculous intervention should put his
own hand upon it, which he will never do. Let us join, if we fee! ourselves
called upon to do so, one of the churches independent of Rome in the Orient
or Occident, where we may be i)ermitte<l to think freely as men and to live
devoutly as Christians according to the si>iril and the Cospel. Uhi Chnslus.
ibi licclcsia.
"But if we prefer to live apart (we are not alone when we are with God),
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let us take from all chinches at our pleasure the elcnienls necessary to nourish
our faith ; let us purify them from all alloy of error ; let us enlighten them and
interpret them if neces>ary; let us join them into one harmonious and living
whole
"A union will re>ult nauirally or supernaturally according to the needs
of public worship, between the liberal and conservative believers, and with the
religion of the future we will then have the Church of the future."
The Pope has Ijeen nnich criticized for his S\llal)us, but we sliould bear
in mind that he has .stanch supporters. Here is a letter written to one of our
contributors from Air. Henr\- V. Radford, a Roman Catholic convert who, as
such, is perhaps more ardent in his convictions than those born in the Church.
'Of course, being a solemn definition of my holy Church, the contents of the
Syllabus would have my unquestioning acceptance, as an adherent, even before
I read the document ; but having read it. I am prepared to say that every line ap-
pears to me conformable to reason and most natural. There is nothing new or
startling in any article of the Syllabus (there never is in any definition of the 'An-
cient Faith' ) : I was taught to condemn every one of the propositions years ago,
while attending Catholic schools and a Catholic college. Every part of the Syl-
labus is in complete harmony with the teachings of the Church that have been
familiar to intelligent Catholics from time immemorial, and which are daily
being everywhere promulgated by the Church—from the pulpit, in books, in
periodicals, and through every other channel available to her. It is. indeed,
a dignified and necessary document, but there is nothing in it that will cause
any strife—and hardly any discussion—among her own followers. They have
held opinions identical with those of the Svllabus from time out of mind.
"As to the effect of thi.^ document upon those outside of the Roman
Church, I should saj- that it would be considerable. This calm reiteration of
Catholic faith, in the face of so-called 'scientific progress' and twentieth
centur}' scepticism, coming from the real (though perhaps unrecognized)
heart-center of modern Christianity, from the Great White Shepherd of
Christendom, seated on the indestructible Throne of Peter, should act as a
bracer to all the old-line Protestant denominations, who are not yet ready
to make a full surrender to the relentless forces of 'liberalism' (i. e.. infidelity
)
by which they are beset, l)oth from within and from without. And, to open
infidelity itself, this document will act as another check, saying to those who
would seduce the faithful : "Thus far thou shalt go, and no farther.' "
GENERAL PFISTER.
We are deeply grie\ed to read in a press cablegram an announcement of
the death of General Albert von Pfister, Ph.D., who was not only a soldier but
also a scholar and an author. He was well known in America through his
writings on the histor\' of the United States, and also because he was sent to
Chicago to represent his sovereign, the King of Wiirttemberg, at the Schiller
Festival in 1905. During his sojourn in the L'nitcd States he was honored
wherever he went, in Xew Vorlc. Philadelphia, Baltimore, Washington and
Chicago, and through his genial waj^s and amiable personality gained the love
and sympathy of all with whom he came in contact. He died suddenly in his
eightv-sixth vear at his summer home in Trossingen.
